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Welcome to Shaw Visual § Performing Arts Blementary School

own behalf of the Shaw VPA faculty and staff, | would like to welcome you and
your family to shaw Vvisual § Performing Arts Elementary School. We are
providing this handbook to ensure You ave informed and aware of the school
and district vules, policies, and procedures. (hope You find this handbook
resourceful as you progress through the upcoming school year. As always, iof
You have a question and cannot Locate it in the handbook, please feel free to
contact the main office at (314)F7#6-5091. Again, | welcome You to Shaw and
Looke, forward to a productive new school year.

Dr. Lori Cratg, Principal

Shaw VPA Elementary School Mission § Vision
“‘Set the bar high...High Standards, High Expectations, High Achievement”

At Shaw VPA, we are dedicated to excellence and binovative collaboration of the
arts and academics. Shaw VPA s the school of cholce. We have a safe, caring,
respectful, and challenging educational environment. Through collaboration
we Will expand creative and challenging learning experience in many
disciplines.

“Can't hide that Panda P.R,1.D,E!” (Persistence, Respect, Independence, Determination, Enthustasm
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SAINT LOUIS

PUBLM SCHOOILS

SLPS District Mission Statement: we will provide a quality education for all
students and enable them to realize thelr full intellectual potential.

Spectal Adwministrative Board:
Rick Sullivan, Prestdent/CEO
Melanie Adans, Vice Presioent
Richard Gaines, Boaro Mewber
Ruth Lewls, Executive Administrative Assistamnt

SLPS Ddistrict Office
K01 N. 11 Street
St, Louls, MO 63101
(z14)231-3720

Superintendent Dr. Kelvin Adams
Deputy Superintendent of Academics David Hardy
Human Resource, Edwmond Heatley

Dlrector of Talent Acquisition § Support
Chief Finance Officer Angle Banks
Deputy Suptrintendent, Student Support Senvices Stacy CL(Z%
Director {nterim} of Speclal Education Candace Boyol
Executive Dlrector of Louls Kruger
Student Recruitment g Placement
Executive Director of Transportation Deanna Anoerson
Students in Transition Coordinator Deldra Thomas-Murray
Family § Community Engagement Cooroinator Jeffery Rhone
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School Schedule Hours

The school hours for students at sShaw VPA Elementary ave from 9:20 a.m. to
4:1F pm. n ovder to ensure adequate supervision of students, please do not drop
students off at school before 9:00 am.

Arrival § blsmissal

Whew the school buses arvive, students will enter the building and go divectly
Lnto the cafeteria for breakfast. Students who are dvopped off by car (between
9:00 a.mm. - 9: 20 a.) should report dlr@a‘ct@ to the cafeterin as well. Students

ave considered “tardy” if they ardve after 9:20 am. Students who arrive to
school after 9:40 a.m. must be accompanied by a parent/guardion to sign the
student tn at the main office.

Dismissal begins at 4:17 pm. for full days of school. NoTe: pLeasE BE AWARE

WHEN YOU BRING YOUR CHILD (REN) LATE TO SCHOOL OR PICK. THEM UP EARLY, THIS TIME WiLL
BE DEDUCTED FROM THE THEIR ATTENDANCE FOR THAT DAY, THIS WILL EFFECT THEIR
ATTENDANCE RECORD,

DROPPING OFF § PICKING UP

Supervision for students will begin at 9:00 .. Students who ave dropped off
must enter at the main entrance on Colunmbia Ave. Please do not block other
parked cavs or park in the “No Parking” zones. Please vefrain from dropping
students off tn the bus unloading zone on Macklind Ave.

Please Let your student’s teacher or the main office know Uf there will be o

change tn Your plek-up routing before 2:20 pm. You may also send a written
Letter (for exanple, If Your child normally rides the bus, but will be picked up for
that day). The designated piek-up aren is Located on the Lower Level Lin the
drama room. AlL students designated as a “plek-up” should report to the drama
room at dismissal. The parking Lot Located on the east side of the building
(Bowards Ave. Door #6&) should be used for student pick-up. Do not park on
Columbla Ave. wor the west parking Lot (Macklind Ave. Door #3) during
dismissal, these ave bus loading zownes.

We wank to honor all menbers of the Shaw VPA Community by working together, Your cooperation and patience is much appreciated,
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Vvisitors

ALL visitors, including parents/guardians, must report to the main office to
sign-tn and recelve a visitor’'s badge. Visitor's badges should be vistble while in
the building. This lets owr Panda’s know that you ave a “safe” visttor. We
always welcome and encowrnge family and community members to participate
b school activities, but please be sure to arvange volunteer pavticipation in
acvance. Volunteer application packets arve avatlable in the main office.

School/Hovwe Communteation

classroom teachers send home communication tn vartous ways: weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly newsletters to shave what Ls taking place tn thelr grade Level
classrooms. The Shaw School calendar Ls sent howee at the beglnning of each
month to shave varlous events and activities, as well as, bmportant dates (L.e. “no
school”, pavent conferences, ete.). Parents/guardions may also check the school
website at http://www.Slps.org/shaw. Throughout the school year, you will get
automated calls from the SLPS phone blast system to update You on different
Lssues, events, or any school {district} related announcements.
Parent/guardions and community members who have concerns or suggestions
are welcome to call and speak with the building adwministrators.

Permission Slips

Permission slips will be semt homee with Your child (ren) to give permission to go
on district approved fleld trips and to participate tn various events and/or
activities. Please make sure those forms are returned to Your child’s teachers the
following day. wnder any circwmstances, we cqumot  accept hano-written
Letters anol/or over the phone permission from parents/guardians for students to
participate in fleld trips.
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Permission to go Home with another Student

There ave times when a student may need to go home with a friend and/or
fomily member. Please be advised that students are not permitted to vide buses
they are not assigned to. Plense make the necessary arrangements to ensure the
students have the proper transportation.

School Closing

In the event of a school closing, Such as severe weather conditions, the
Superintendent of schools may announce the closing of the school. An
announcement will be made on the Local television stations, as well as, the radio.
Please keep Your emergency tnformation up to date in the main office.

Student Absence or llness

It Ls very lmportant, as we try to limprove student achievement at Shaw VPA
Elementary School, that we lmprove our attendance as well. Bvery effort should
be made for your child to attend school regularly. When your child needs to be
absent, please call (314)776-5091 before 10 a.m. to inform the office of the
absence. When a student is expected to be absent for an extended perioo of tine,
please woti{g the school so that provisions for make-up can be made. Good
attendance Ls important but we do understand if a student must stay home iof
they ave ill. Students must be fever—free for at Least 24 hours to veturn to
school. Plense read the district policy on student absences and excuses that

follows.

St. Louls Public School Dlstrict
ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS
2016-17

Statue 167.021, RSMO, states that any parent, guardian or other person
having amstodg or control of chilo between the ages of seven (F) and seventeen
(17#), must ensure that the child is envolled ano V@@utartg attends pmbtic,
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private, parochial school, home school or a combination of schools for the full
term of the school year.

€ The tem “‘compulsory attendance age for the district” shall mean
seventeen (17) years of aoe.

€ Children between the ages of five (5) and seven (7)are not required to be
envolled tn school, However, Lf they are enrolled tn a public school thelr
parent, guardian or custodian must ensure that they regularly attend.

The only expectation to the attendance regulation shall be the envumerated
extenunting clrcumstances that ave verified and excused by the school.
Students shall be temporarily excused from that attendance regulation for
the following reasons:

v’ Hospitalization - Extended hospital stay as verified by a discharge
statement
v Student Ilness - Personal, physical, or emotional illness or extendeo
recuperation from an accldent as verified by a physiclan, dentist, or
nurse practitioner as verified by one of the following:
o Cowntaglous with documentation from doctor/nurse practitioner
O Physielan's note with recommended time of absence
O Physlelan's note with statement of chronic/tntermittent illness
o 504 Plan which addresses chronic/intermittent illness and
accommootations
v' Head Lice - Limeited to one dag (pending return Lice check bz(j school nurse)
v’ Observance of special and recognized holidays of the student’s own faith
as documented b5 a parent letter (in first Langunge) and verified bﬁ
calendar of religlous holidays by ESOL Program
v Documented family emergency
v Agency required wmeeting (i.e. Court dates, Children's Dlvision Family
Support Meeting, mmigration for ESOL)

For other extenuating clreumstances, the student’s paren
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